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MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU. APRIL 27, 1972 


1. Dr. Kissinger has provided me further information concerning 
his conversations in Moscow which he wanted you to have promptly. 

2. Given the Soviet obvious eagerness to go through with President 
Nixon's visit and their invitation to Dr. Kissinger to visit Moscow a 
few days after our bombing of Haiphong, he made an extremely tough 
presentation to the Soviets on Viet-Nam. ~~He made it clear that: 


* 

- The President is determined to pursue a resolute course 
in response to the North Vietnamese offensive no matter 
what the risk to other policies, including the May summit; 
the timing of the offensive jeopardized the prospects for the 


summit. 

- North Vietnamese attacks were a challenge not only to 
South Viet-Nam, but to the international position of the 
United States and the institution of the Presidency. 

- We are prepared to resume public and private sessions, 
but not to hear the same old propaganda; in any event we 
intend to continue bombing North Viet-Nam as long as the 



North Vietnamese invasion continues and even more serious 


steps will be taken if the May 2 private session proves 
unproductive. 


- Unless the North Vietnamese agree to deescalation and 
serious negotiations, the President would pursue a 
vigorous military course and would have to turn for his 
domestic support to the elements in our society who do 
not look with favor on improved U. S. -Soviet relations. 

3. Within this framework, Dr. Kissinger outlined what we would 
say to Hanoi in public and private meetings: 

» * We would press for return to the situation existing 
March 29 before the current North Vietnamese offensive. 

- North Viet-Nam would have to withdraw divisions that 
have entered South Viet-Nam since then and respect the 
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DMZ, stop the shelling of the cities, and negotiate 
seriously. We would reduce and stop the bombing of 
the North only in return for North Vietnamese de- 
escalation and return to the situation existing before 
the offensive. We would also press for the return of 
all prisoners on both sides who have been held four 
or more years. 

4. The general Soviet response was that. they had not planned or 
encouraged the present offensive and that their recent arms ship- 
ments were not responsible for it. It was clear that they are 
eager for a successful summit meeting even with the present 
military actions going on. Dr. Kissinger concludes that whether 
or not they colluded with Hanoi, they are now in a difficult position, 
both because the prospects for the summit could be jeopardized 
and because recent events in Germany, including Sunday's election, 
threaten their whole European policy of detente. 

5. While we obviously cannot count on Moscow to do us any favors, 
they have their own strong incentives to see a deescalation of the 
fighting. In this connection, we think the following elements are 
significant: 

- They knew their invitation to Dr. Kissinger and the 
public announcement of it would clearly infer that Viet- 
Nam was discussed. This could only infuriate the North 
Vietnamese at a time when we are bombing them and have 
upset them with our China initiative. 

- There were, of course, no secret deals made in Moscow. 

We refused to bargain in any way. 

- The Soviets promptly transmitted our proposals for 
the private and plenary sessions. We believe that Soviet 
pressure helped both to produce the compromise procedural 
solution and Hanoi's uncharacteristically speedy response 
accepting the May 2 secret session. 

* k 

- The Soviets also agreed to relay our upcoming demand 
about the return to the status quo and restoration of the 
1968 understanding even though they must expect an un- 
favorable reaction in Hanoi. 
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- A close confidante of Mr. Brezhnev, Mr. Katushev, 
in charge of relations with other communist parties, 
flew to Hanoi suddenly on April 25. 

- In short: We have gotten our message across to 
Moscow about our determination to pursue a resolute 
course, whatever the risk to other policies, including 
Soviet- American relations. 

- We have engaged Moscow in a negotiating process to 
the extent of their transmitting our proposal and up- 
coming substantive approach to Hanoi, 

- We think the Soviets may be applying some pressure 
though we cannot be certain. 

- We are exploring every reasonable prospect for peace 

both in Moscow and in Paris. 

» • 

/ • 
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- If we run up against continued North Vietnamese intran- 
sigence, we will have effectively established a reasonable 
record for both international and domestic opinion. This 
will help us to take whatever strong actions may be re- 
quired in the future. 

- All this has been done without giving up any options. 
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